What role has immigration played in crafting the current demographic fabric of the United States? What will future flows of the foreign-born mean for the future makeup of the country?
Introduction
At its origins as a republic, immigration played a critical role in determining the demographic fabric of the United States. This is no less the case today: demographers predict the United States will have a minority-majority population by 2050.
1 A sizable segment of this population will be foreign-born or second-generation immigrants. American demographic change due to immigration, while remaining fairly constant in general terms, has always shifted in the particular: early waves of northern European immigrants gave way to southern Europeans, which in turn gave way to Latin Americans, notably many from Mexico. This trend appears to be changing yet again: contrary to popular perceptions, for example, the share of the foreign-born from Mexico migrating to the United States peaked in 2007 and has, in fact, declined marginally in recent years. 2 New sending countries, many of which are in Asia, promise to again redefine the demographic fabric of the United States.
The political, socio-cultural, and economic implications of these demographic shifts are both highly complicated and critical for the nation's future. This is particularly the case during a period of intense policy debate about the future of the U.S. immigration system. Accordingly, to explore some of these dynamics, the paper begins by exploring selected research highlights on demography, immigration, and citizenship to paint a broad picture of the current profile of foreign-born individuals in the United States. "Foreign-born" is generally defined as those individuals who do not acquire U.S. citizenship at birth, and thus may include legal permanent residents (LPRs or "green card" holders), non-immigrants (such as temporary workers), the unauthorized, refugees/asylees, and others. In this regard, it is important to note that the term "foreign-born," as used in Census data, is not perfectly analogous to "immigrants," particularly as the latter refers in a legal sense to a broad category of individuals who seek permanent legal status benefits. Moreover, this paper does not consider the issue of unauthorized immigration per se. However, it should be noted that while the size of this population remains large-estimated at approximately 11.1 million (approximately 59 percent of whom are from Mexico)-the growth rate of this group (including among those born in Mexico) has dramatically slowed. 3 This is a trend that, if sustained, should amplify some of the implications outlined below-especially regarding the increased heterogeneity of the foreign-born population in the United States.
To explore these issues, the paper draws on several primary sources, notably publicly available data from the U. to set a the foundation for a conceptual and policy-focused discussion about citizenship and immigration reform.
The paper begins by providing a brief descriptive summary of the foreign-born in the United
States at present, and analyzes a set of trends that have led up to the composition of the country's current immigrant communities and may continue to shape it in the medium to long term. The second section of the paper focuses on the issue of integration of the foreign-born, which is understood here to be largely represented by the acquisition of citizenship through the naturalization of immigrants (LPRs). Data describing the naturalization patterns of select LPR populations is presented, with a particular focus on the largest foreign-born group of LPRs:
individuals from Mexico. With these patterns in mind, the third section of the paper moves on to explore trends and barriers to citizenship. The conclusion of the paper considers these trends within the framework of new scholarship on "digital citizenship." And, with an eye toward contemporary debates on U.S. immigration policy reform, the conclusion also sketches out two additional components: (1) future policy scenarios for immigration and citizenship policy in the United States; and (2) research needs required to support reform and bolster our understanding of demography, immigration, and citizenship in 21st century America.
Research Highlights on Demography, Immigration, and Citizenship

The Foreign-born in the United States: Overall Numbers and Share of Population
The most authoritative source for estimates of the size of immigrant communities in the United
States is U.S. Census Bureau data on the foreign-born population, primarily collected from the American Community Survey (ACS). The ACS is a regular, monthly sample used to create annual data for certain geographic areas traditionally sampled using an extended decennial The current percentage of foreign born (relative to the overall U.S. population) is high, but not at record levels: historical Census data suggests that the percentage of foreign born peaked around 1890, at 14.8 percent of the U.S. population. Nevertheless, as a percentage of the total population, the trend for the foreign born since the 1980s has been markedly upward; as the Migration Policy Institute reports, in the 1990s, the expansion of the U.S. immigrant population was twice as high as it was during the 2000s (see Table 1 and Figure 1) . 6 Despite this recent trend of stable (or more limited) growth among this population, the available data still makes it clear that immigration has-and will continue to-remain a very important factor in driving the size and composition of the overall U.S. population. This will likely be the case even if the relative foreign-born share of the U.S. population continues to stabilize, or even drop (as may be possible should current trends sustain themselves).
The absolute flow of the foreign-born legally admitted to the United States is, of course, dependent on the parameters of U.S. immigration policy. As will be discussed in the conclusion of this paper, different policy scenarios may impact the size of this flow, as well as its character.
To better understand how, the following section explores some highlights about the current profile of the foreign-born in the U.S., as represented demographically.
The Foreign-born in the United States: Demographic Snapshots
The demographic and geographic dimensions that characterize the immigrant or foreign-born population in the United States are constantly in flux. To describe these dimensions at a broad level and at discrete moments in time, the U.S. government collects limited survey-based data that describes certain categories of the foreign-born, including country of origin, age, geography, When one extracts the largest subset of the foreign-born responsible for the high growth ratesthose from Central America and Mexico-a set of interesting observations can be made. As 
More Recent Trends: 2000-2010
Drilling down into the more recent data from 2000-2010, Table 2 elucidates an interesting set of trends in changes among county of origin: Among the more notable data points in this table is the growth of the Mexican-born population, which has slowed relative to other groups and in relation to trends since 1960 (as represented in 
Age
Today's foreign-born population in the United States bears the mark of relative youth. While the native-born population's median age is 46, the foreign-born median age is 41.4 years. 13 The age distribution of the foreign-born is decidedly centered on those between 18 and 44 (50 percent);
80 percent of the foreign-born are between 18 and 64. 14 When age is cross-tabulated with region of origin data, strong patterns of relative youth emerge in the newer foreign-born populations Numerous Census data and secondary analyses describe the education, occupation, economic status, and other demographic features of America's immigrant populations. A review of this data is beyond the scope of this paper. However, two key socio-economic variables thart are of particular interest here as they pertain to communities with high numbers of the foreign-born are high-speed Internet access and English-language proficiency. That is because these two variables, the paper argues, are particularly important in helping to explain immigrant integration outcomes as well as being central to the full realization of American citizenship (both in terms of representation and economic opportunity) in a digital age. Addressing gaps in Internet access and language proficiency are key elements in one of the policy trajectories sketched out in the conclusion of this paper.
Internet Access
Information technology (IT) is widely recognized as a key driver of economic growth and opportunity. IT is responsible for much of the productivity growth in the United States since 1990s; future economic growth and investment is likely not only across "new" IT enterprises but also through IT deployment across "old" economy sectors such as manufacturing. 16 The U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) projects growth rates for all occupational categories. Those occupations requiring IT skill levels will be among the fastest growing over the next decade, expanding at rates that exceed the average rate of all U.S. industrial sectors. Moreover, as the conclusion of the paper argues, access to IT resources such as high-speed Internet services, is crucial to effective "digital citizenship."
Overall rates of Internet access continue to rise in the United States. According to research by the Pew Internet and American Life Project, while 81 percent of American adults use the Internet-a rate that has risen significantly in the last 10 years-significant gaps in Internet access remain among certain population groups, including the foreign-born. Among foreign-born Latinos, for example, only 51 percent use the Internet and only 45 percent have a home Internet connection (rates that are dramatically below native-born Latinos, which are 70 percent or higher). 17 Of the Mexican-born population, less than half have Internet access at home.
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An often interrelated set of variables (Table 3 ) helps explain the likelihood of an IT access barrier. These include income, education, language, geography, and foreign-born status. Even if Internet access is available, fluency and use of the technology is not guaranteed:
research indicates that due to limited language skills and different cultural experiences, Internet experience does not directly translate into confidence in one's public "e-government" skills, such as applying for social service or immigration benefits online.
Language Proficiency
English-language proficiency is a persistent integration challenge for a significant share of the As the LEP population grows, so too does linguistic diversity (i.e., the heterogeneity of languages spoken in the United States). And while linguistic diversity is projected to continue, "English is expected to continue to be the only language spoken by a substantial majority of all U.S. residents 5 years and over"-reinforcing its role as the gateway language to economic and cultural integration. 
The Integration of the Foreign-born: Toward Citizenship
A full review of the literature on immigrant integration is beyond the scope of this paper.
However, on a broad and basic conceptual level, Brown and Bean's formulation of immigrant integration as a process by which the characteristics of immigrants and host societies come to resemble one another is a good general starting point. 27 Other scholars have examined the integration process and prepared models that explore a set of demographic, economic, behavioral, socio-cultural, and other variables to explain integration outcomes. Many scholars have done important work on explaining trends in these flows. 32 Passel, for instance, points to a set of variables that can predict the odds of naturalizing, including time in the U.S.; gender; education levels; the availability of "dual" citizenship, legal and rights; age; political climate; and country of origin. In addition, Internet access and English proficiency appear to be other key variables associated with the propensity to naturalize. Conversely, these variables suggest representation challenges for those immigrants who do not naturalize.
Despite the relatively large absolute number of naturalizations in the U.S. Even within the group of eligible LPRs who do not naturalize, significant differences by country of birth emerge. As Figure 5 illustrates, certain Asian-region origin LPRs, such as those from
Vietnam and the Philippines, naturalize at higher rates than others. 
Mexican Percent of Total Mexican Naturaliza3ons
Mexico % of total Thus, while a full exploration of these questions is beyond the scope of this paper, the key point is that gaps in naturalization rates, especially among key immigrant groups, remain an important barrier to fuller integration of immigrants in the United States. When this fact is coupled with other factors, such as the high undocumented population currently resident in the U.S. or deficits in resources for certain foreign-born populations (such as limited English proficiency and access to high speed Internet resources), the goal of fully realizing engaged citizens is put at risk.
Conclusion: Alternative Policy Paths in a World of "Digital" Citizenship
Consistent with traditional liberal views of citizenship and broad, inclusive social rights, T.H.
Marshall's famously argued in 1949 that "citizenship is a status that is bestowed on those who are full members of a community." 39 In light of this important definition, the data presented in this paper make it clear that while the foreign-born in the United States are an increasingly diverse, youthful, geographically diffuse, and growing group, barriers to citizenship mean that a significant portion of their numbers remain less-than-full members of the (American) community and thus are at risk for being sub-optimally integrated.
With Marshall's notion in mind, this conclusion makes the case that while naturalization is a significant indicator and realization of integration and citizenship, two other interrelated resource issues-particularly deficits in digital and linguistic capital-remain problematic for key segments of the foreign-born population in the United States. Combined, these deficits pose an interdependent risk to both immigrants and the United States: they hamstring immigrants' ability to not only naturalize but also to achieve stronger social, economic, and political opportunities in a "digital age."
To explore this idea, consider the concept of "digital citizenship," the ability to regularly and actively participate in society online. The notion, as developed by Mossberger and others, includes two main components. 40 The first concerns "civic republicanism" or civic and political engagement-notably the ability to participate fully in society online in the information age. This idea developed as some scholars began to rethink the meaning of participation and civic engagement in a digital age where traditional notions of "citizenship as participation" (such as in as religious groups, associations, neighborhood groups, and other settings) have declined in favor of "virtual" engagement through online means and sources. This is not necessarily a deleterious trend: evidence exists that Internet use, for example, has positive political effects on matters such as voter turnout, feedback to elected officials and government agencies, issue awareness, and general political mobilization. 41 Online media is correlated with greater political knowledge and civic engagement. Civic republicanism as digital citizenship is also represented in the trend for governments to provide services online to increase public sector access, efficiency, and effectiveness. These "E-government" services (for instance, filing for social services online, or, as is currently underway, petitioning for immigration benefits online) have been growing for at least a decade. It seems clear that in the 21st century, civic republicanism-for both native-born individuals and immigrants-will increasingly be realized over a high-speed Internet connection.
The second component of digital citizenship involves a variant on liberalism, namely the ability to achieve equality of opportunity in an economy whose growth and productivity depends on ever-higher degrees of "digital capital," the skills and intellectual creativity required to work in a digital environment. 42 Globally, the Internet is estimated to have produced 21 percent of the GDP growth in mature economies from 2006-2011. 43 In the United States, IT is responsible for much of the economy's low-inflation development in the last 20 years; IT knowledge and skills are strongly correlated with higher wages, education levels, and greater job mobility.
Technological change has been demonstrated to impact wage disparities, especially between low-and high-skilled workers.
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As technology use accelerates in all sectors of the U.S. economy, "digital capital" will increasingly be a prerequisite for full digital citizenship. Indeed, the realization of digital citizenship, in both its civic and economic dimensions, requires the regular and effective use of technology resources. This, in turn, requires both digital capital and related-linguistic resources. disadvantage in an increasingly competitive global economy driven by ever-higher skills. A major diversion of flows, coupled with high deportation rates, would potentially make the country less able to support its aging native population.
In this scenario, the approximately 11 million undocumented individuals in the United States would remain unauthorized, in limbo, and unable to realize citizenship and full integration in American society. In addition, the key segments of the foreign-born population without high speed Internet access, technological fluency, and sufficient English proficiency would continue to face an uncertain future, lagging behind in digital citizenship in both its civic and economic integration dimensions. Their exclusion from dominant digital and linguistic capital resources and opportunities, coupled with lower-than-ideal naturalization rates, would present significant economic, political, and social challenges to the United States.
Policy Pathway #2: Alternative Futures for Immigration and Citizenship
An alternative pathway offers a different vision: the U.S. undertakes a significant reform to its immigration policy to advance citizenship in a digital age. This path would include major changes in both immigrant and non-immigrant visa policies to better meet labor market needs at both the high and lower ends of the skill spectrum, thereby better matching skills and talents with demand and bolstering economic growth. The policy would continue the country's tradition of family reunification and reform non-immigrant programs that provide temporary labor. It would regularize the status of undocumented workers and extend a framework of citizenship to all eligible persons within U.S. borders. While illegality in the system cannot not be eliminated, it can at least be blunted in this scenario if reform also addresses backlogs and lags in the legal immigration system. This pathway's changes may also help provide a young labor force that can help support the country's growing elderly population (through, for instance, contributions to Social Security). The future demographic implications of this pathway are unknown but deserve exploration.
The alternative pathway would also involve a stronger national resource commitment designed to bolster digital and language capital resources for LPRs. This would potentially not only increase naturalization rates but also better optimize the chances that LPRs can achieve stronger economic, social, and political success and integration in a largely service-and IT-driven American economy. And, as this paper points out, because some segments of the foreign-born are settling in nontraditional areas of the country-some of which lag behind on broadband
Internet access-addressing digital capital gaps geographically may also reduce disenfranchisement and advance economic growth. This component of the alternative pathway would require bolstered national leadership and investment in legal and digital citizenship to advance key civic and economic integration goals. This alternative pathway offers the ability for newcomers to the United States to join as community members under a legal framework that applies to all.
Regardless of which of these two paths (or variants thereof) policymakers in Washington choose to follow, policymakers a better research foundation is required to bolster our understanding of demography, immigration, and citizenship in 21st century America. While the ACS and other
Census sources provide the basis to tell rich stories of the foreign-born and their experiences in America in broad terms, they are limited in a number of ways, including the number and depth of questions on the immigrant experience that can be posed. programs to address digital and linguistic capital deficits and promote integration would also be welcome. While some of this research may not be available in time to inform rapidly evolving policy debate, it will be critical to any implementation of immigration policy reform, either whole scale or confined to the margins.
